
November 1st, 2021 – October 31st, 2022

Activity 
Report

Konya 2021   |   5th Islamic Solidarity Games

Konya 2021   |   5th Islamic Solidarity Games

GOLD MEDAL

SILVER MEDAL



Contents

Foreword ..............................................................................5

A New Era at the THF ..........................................................6

THF Development Department ..........................................8

Senior National Teams ......................................................18

Our Sponsors ................................................................... 20

Trophies Awarded ............................................................. 26

Corporate Communication and Media ............................ 28

Central Referee’s Committee........................................... 36

Women’s Handball Board ................................................ 38

Handball and the Social Benefit ....................................... 40

Veteran Handball Committee ........................................... 42

Beach Handball Committee ..............................................44

Domestic and International Contacts .............................. 46



Excitement grows rapidly in our entire country as we approach the 
centenary of the founding of our Republic on October 29th, 2023. In the 
meantime, as one of the gains from the Republic, handball is also being 
played in our country for almost 100 years.

As the new administration of THF we have started working a year ago, 
assuming the heritage of those who had brought this beautiful game to our 
country and made it beloved. We aimed to be a good team, work hard, and 
embarked on our journey under the motto of “We will succeed together!” 
powered by the motivation of carrying our handball to the highest possible 
levels, both domestically and internationally. 

We have launched several initiatives that reflect our focus on the “individual” 
as well as our institutional perspective. Now we are leaving behind a full year in 
which we made a difference for our athletes, coaches, technical staff, referees, 
delegates and clubs, carrying the love of handball to all parts of Türkiye.

Handball started to draw spectators to sports halls once again and 
thanks to the growing interest by youngsters there began to emerge a 
new ecosystem. Not a single day passes without news on our handball 
appearing on conventional and social media. Our national league and 
international matches can reach everybody through live broadcasts. 
Türkiye’s leading brands cooperate with our federation, and through our 
sponsors, investment into handball increases exponentially.

We enter the centenary year of our Republic with our vision of “Handball 
Everywhere”. As we move towards our targets we strongly believe that 
together with our handball family we can achieve significant progress.

I would like to thank all who have supported us during our first year in 
office, particularly our Ministry of Youth and Sports, all my colleagues at 
the federation, their families, our sponsors, media institutions and all of the 
handball stakeholders.

Best regards,

Dear handball friends,

Uğur KILIÇ
President of the Turkish Handball Federation

The Republic requires highly capable guardians 
strong in body, mind and science.

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk

“ ”



Uğur Kılıç is the new 
president of THF

The 5th Ordinary 
General Assembly 
of the Turkish 
Handball 
Federation was 
held on October 
31st, 2021 at the 
conference hall of 
THF Training and 
Education Center in 
Ankara. Uğur Kılıç 
became the 10th 
president of THF.
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The scope of the 
Development Department

Activities

THF Handball Academy

THF Development Department aims to develop 
various projects through the collaboration 
of all stakeholders of Turkish handball by 
using a common language and philosophy 
to improve and expand handball in a way to 
cover the entire young population of Türkiye. 
The department’s priorities are; provision of 
contemporary education for coaches from 
all levels, establishment of systems through 
which quality players at the elite level can be 
developed, and spreading of handball at the 
grassroots level across the entire country.

THF Handball Academy was launched at the federation’s own facilities in Ankara 
for the multi-faceted sportive development and handball education of age groups 
between 8 and 12. The curriculum of the Academy was designed for the development 
of motor skills of children from various age groups, under the “Game” concept utilized 
by Athletics and Gymnastics at the grassroots level. Participants who complete 
the adaptation period are subjected to periodical performance test batteries and 
monitored through long term, i.e. either semi-annual or annual, records.

Its mission is to facilitate the expansion of Turkish handball’s 
grassroots pool sustainably both in quantity and quality by following 
the developments in the world and in Europe, and to make players 
from this pool available for grassroots national teams.
Its vision is to use optimal planning in order to transform the 
groups formed into a product that is superior in quality and 
quantity, and to that end, to ensure adherence to highest 
standards in the planning and execution of the trainings 
provided for the stakeholders of THF Handball Academy.

THF Handball Academy 
Output

• Increasing the number of well-trained 
young handball coaches.

• Athletes to form a players’ pool for 
grassroots national teams.

• A sustainable system driving the increase 
in the number of licensed handball players 
both in quantitative and qualitative terms. 

• Mini Handball events.
• Meetings for raising the awareness of 

parents.
• Coordinated practices in selected regions.
• Establishing a database for handball 

players.
• Award practices.
• Increasing promotional activities to 

improve active participation.
• The National Handball-Specific Talent 

Identification and Development Model.
• Information sessions on illegal ergogenic 

aids and other doping substances.
• Work related to refugees.

THF 
DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT
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Grassroots Boys’ National Team (U18)

Grassroots Boys’ 
National Team (U16)

The first phase of the work at this level commenced as of 
January 3rd, 2022 covering a total of 5 training camps and 
57 training sessions with the participation of 137 athletes. 
A selection of 21 players took part in the Mediterranean 
Confederation Cup between February 20th and 27th in Ankara, 
where they played 10 matches, with 2 wins and 8 losses.

For the M20 EHF Championship 2022 to be held in Bulgaria, 
training camps were held in Bursa and Ankara mostly with 
players from the U18 teams. During these camps a total of 
7 training matches were played against the Turkish senior 
national team. At the main competition held in Varna, Bulgaria, 
our team lost all the three matches played. After the event, the 
team resumed its training camps in preparation for the M18 EHF 
Championship 2022. This event took place in Riga, Latvia, and 
our team finished ranked fifth, with 2 wins and 2 losses.

This entire process required the players to spend a total of 76 
days for training camps during which they completed 134 training 
sessions, and played 17 official as well as 16 training matches. 
A total of 107 athletes were invited to these camps, during which 
the players have also attended seminars on “Preparation for 
University Exams”, “Career Planning”, “Communication, Body 
Language and Diction”, and “Team Spirit”.

Work at this level continues since June 
2022 with players selected through 
the talent identification process held 
in the preceding season. Before the 
commencements of training camps 
school and club competitions for age 
groups 16 and below were followed 
at their group, semi-final and final 
phases. In terms of school teams, 
a total of 64 teams were monitored 
at the group level, 32 teams at semi-
finals and 8 teams at finals, while in 
terms of club teams, 26 teams were 
monitored during the finals of Turkish 
Junior Championships, 35 teams at 
the Turkish Youth Championships 
and 47 teams at the Turkish U12 
Championships. A total of 1500 
athletes were closely observed during 
the events, and 160 of them were 
invited to four training camps of 3 days 
each held during June 2022.

45 players selected from among the 
above-mentioned pools were invited 
to the 12-day camp held in August 
2022, while in October 2022, 21 
players took part in a 7-day camp. In 
sum, 6 training camps were held with 
the total duration of 31 days, and 160 
athletes took part in them. During this 
process 51 training sessions and 2 
training matches were held. All the 
activities took place at the THF’s own 
facilities in Ankara.

Grassroots Girls’ National 
Team (U16)
As much as 188 athletes have taken part in 
5 training camps comprising of 82 training 
sessions starting as of March 2022. Moreover, 
36 selected players played 11 official matches 
in 2 tournaments, one official the other special. 
The adaptation camp that took place between 
September 12th and 28th, 2022 was organized 
with players that were elected through the 
Federation-School Cooperation Project. 

The U16 Girls’ National Team played 7 official 
matches at the Mediterranean Confederation 
Cup held in Montenegro over April 17th-24th, 
2022, which they finished ranked third with 2 
wins. Another round of 4 matches were played at 
a special tournament in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus between August 1st-8th, 2022, 
and the team finished this tournament ranked 
first winning all the matches.
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“Olympic Team” Project by THF 
and Cent College
Together with Cent College in Istanbul 
THF started a special project related to 
the U16 Girls’ National Team. Within the 
framework of this project, 12 players from 
the national team are enrolled in Cent 
College on full scholarship, continuing 
their education and national activities at 
the same time. These athletes are also 
competing in THF Women’s First Division 
as the Cent College Handball Team. All 
the education costs of these players are 
financed by Cent College, while their 
lodging in Istanbul is covered by THF. 
The project invests in young players in 
order to build up a team that can take part 
in Olympic Games in the near future.

First camp and adaptation sessions
A camp was held for Cent College handball team 
players over the period between September 12th 
and 28th, 2022, at the THF facilities in Ankara. The 
program was designed and carried out by experts 
with the purpose of helping the athletes to adapt 
to their new life in Istanbul and to contribute to 
their sporting career.

Subjects covered
• Sports Psychology and Being a Team.
• First Aid, Disaster Behaviour, and Volunteering.
• Using the Social Media.
• Athletes’ Health and Prevention of Injuries.
• Being a Role Model in Sports, Communication, 

Body Language, and Diction.
• Codes of Success.
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Grassroots 
Competitions 
Athlete Monitoring 
Unit

The Handball Summit

Coaches’ Development 
and License Renewal 
Seminars

Coaches’ 
Courses

Grassroots Support

Grassroots Handball Education Modules
Performance Tests

The unit followed a total 
of 1639 official matches 
at Turkish national 
championships and regional 
Analig competitions at 
various age categories. 
11.291 athletes were 
monitored during these 
competitions that have taken 
place with the participation 
of 990 teams. Reports were 
compiled for 1891 players.

A preliminary meeting for the Handball Summit 2022 was held 
at the federation’s facilities in Ankara on March 30th, 2022 with 
22 rapporteurs and 47 participants. In relation to the issues and 
problems identified at this meeting, experts were invited to the 
Sub-committee Group Meeting that was held in Ankara on May 
30th, 2022. Participants of the sub-committee meetings, including 
153 experts, discussed related issues under 10 separate headlines 
within a roundtable format. Concrete “policy recommendations” 
were formulated during these meetings, which were recorded by 
the moderators and eventually shared with the larger audience at 
the main event of the Handball Summit 2022 that took place on 
June 4th-5th, 2022 in Ankara. 

Headlines of sub-committee meetings
1. Grassroots.
2. Handball governance (THF – clubs)
3. Coaches’ education.
4. Technical committee – statutes.
5. Handball for all (street, mini, veteran, wheelchair, etc).
6. National teams (senior and grassroots).
7. Projects – institutional collaboration (Ministry of Education, 

Ministry of Youth and Sports, universities, etc).
8. Referees – delegates – representatives.
9. Athletes’ rights – communication (women’s handball within 

the women’s work cycle).
10. Beach handball.

• A seminar was held on December 13th-
15th, 2021 through six online sessions, 
with the participation of a total of 63 
coaches.

• The 1st Coaches’ Development and 
License Renewal was held in Ankara on 
June 15th-17th, 2022 with the participation 
of some of Europe’s leading coaches 
as lecturers. 188 coaches took part 
in the seminar, while the EHF Master 
Coach Pro-Licence Renewal Seminar 
took place simultaneously with the 
attendance of 41 coaches.

• The 2nd Coaches’ Development and 
License Renewal was held in İzmir on 
August 26th-28th, 2022, led by Turkish 
lecturers. 141 coaches took part in the 
event.

• THF contributed to Fenerbahçe 
University’s Movement and Training 
Science Congress held in Istanbul on 
October 27th-20th, 2022, as a stakeholder.

“Coaches 
Courses”, required 
to be carried out 
at least once a 
year at each level, 
were organized 
throughout 2022. 
4th and 5th level 
courses were held 
on June 18th-27th, 
2022 in Ankara 
with 13 coaches; 
1st, 2nd and 3rd level 
courses were held 
in Ankara on July 
18th-24th, 2022 
with 91 coaches; 
2nd and 3rd level 
courses were held 
in İzmir on July 
18th-25th, 2022 
with 57 coaches.

Material support was supplied for 69 grassroots and school 
teams from 40 different provinces covering 1013 grassroots 
athletes. As of November 1st, 2021, clubs were exempted from 
paying license fees for U18 players in their roster. A total of 720 
players benefited from this, resulting in savings totalling 186 
thousand liras for the clubs. Civil society organisations such as 
the provincial Social Policy administration were exempted from 
both participation and license fees.

A test event for grassroots handball education started with two 
sessions in Kastamonu, first on April 26th-28th, 2022 and the 
second on May 24th-26th, 2022. A program was prepared for all 
handball coaches in the country affiliated with the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports. The modules will be completed within the year 2022 
in cooperation with the Office of Sports Education and with the 
participation of 240 coaches affiliated with the ministry.

All national team players will be 
subjected to “Performance Tests” 
every six months, to be carried 
out in cooperation with the Office 
of Athlete Development at the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports. The 
first performance test was held for 
U16 and U18 boys’ national teams 
on November 14th-18th, 2022 at 
SESAM in Ankara.
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International 
Projects

EHF Equipment Donation 
and Implementation in 
Türkiye

THF 
Master 
Plan

Respect Your 
Talent Project

Handball Festivals for Children

Handball teaching 
modules

Thematic Sports 
High Schools

“Fit4Health” 
Wearable 
Technologies 
Project was initiated 
within the framework 
of the Horizon 
Europe project 
call. In addition to 
our federation, this 
project includes 
the Education 
Department under 
the Turkish Ministry 
of Youth and Sports, 
as well as the judo 
and gymnastics 
federations of Türkiye 
as stakeholders.

Soft-material balls and portable 
goal posts that were specially 
designed for mini handball 
were donated by the European 
Handball Federation (EHF). The 
objective is to ensure the domestic 
manufacturing of such material 
by Turkish industrial enterprises 
and to implement the provision of 
related equipment to stakeholders 
in Türkiye in cooperation with the 
Turkish Ministry of Industry.

2023-2025 THF Master Plan, 
Longitudinal Handball Player 
Development Planning, and THF 
Coach Academy projects were 
prepared to be presented to the 
International Handball Federation 
and the European Handball 
Federation. Preliminary meetings 
and presentations were held with 
both of these institutions and a 
consensus was reached for Türkiye 
to be included in the “Master Plan 
360” initiative of the European 
Handball Federation. An official 
announcement will be made after the 
final approval.

This project, which is undertaken in cooperation with the 
European Handball Federation, covers the Young Age 
Category Events (YAC). Those athletes voted Best Player 
in these events take part in the program, and the purpose 
of the project is to contribute to their both on-court and 
off-court development through education in areas such as 
dual career, anti-doping, mental fitness, media relations and 
sports law. Within the framework of this project, 2 national 
team players have taken part in the training camp held in 
January 2022 in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Mini Mini Turkish Handball Championships was held on 
June 22nd-24th, 2022 at Amasya Sports Hall. 150 athletes of 
ages 9 and 10 took part in the event, organized in 5 boys’ and 
6 girls’ teams. On July 1st-5th, 2022, a Handball Festival took 
place in Alanya, comprising of three simultaneously run events, 
which are the International Beach Handball Tournament, 
Ramazan Demirci Outdoor Handball Tournament and the 
Turkish U10 Championship.

Open access was enabled for all 
Master Coach – Pro License Course 
dissertation presentations held in 
2018, for the benefit of lecturers 
teaching handball courses at sports 
departments of universities.

76 sports high schools 
currently in operation 
and a further 20 that 

will be opened soon are scanned in 
order to identify the schools, which 
have the capabilities to offer thematic 
handball education. The entire project 
is modelled after the example set by the 
Dutch Handball Academy.

W17 EHF 
Championship 
to be held in Türkiye
The Executive Committee of the 
European Handball Federation 
met in Luxembourg on September 
24th, 2022 before the Presidents’ 
Conference and the Extraordinary 
EHF Congress to be held in the 
same venue. At this meeting, 
hosting rights of one leg of W17 
EHF Championship 2023 were 
awarded to Türkiye. The event will 
take place on August 5th-13th, 2023 in 
Ankara, whereas the other leg of the 
championship is going to be held in 
Baku, Azerbaijan.
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Restructuring of 
national teams

Women’s National Team

Men’s National Team

A restructuring of both men’s and 
women’s senior national teams has 
been embarked on with the new 
administration of the THF in office.

As of February 4th, 2022, Costica Buceschi 
from Romania was appointed as the head 
coach of the women’s national team. Under 
him, the team has played so far 13 matches, 
winning 8 and losing 5.

The women’s national team was crowned 
as the champions of the 5th Islamic 
Solidarity Games held on August 9th-18th, 
2022 in Konya. This has been the most 
important success so far for Türkiye in 
international handball competitions. In the 
meantime, having beaten Great Britain 
in two games on November 5th and 6th, 
the women’s national team managed to 
increase its record to 10 wins in a row.

Okan Halay was appointed as the 
head coach of the men’s national team 
as of December 2nd, 2021. Since his 
appointment, the team has played 19 
matches, winning 7 and losing 12. 

The men’s national team was ranked 
second at the 5th Islamic Solidarity 
Games held on August 9th-18th, 2022 in 
Konya.

SENIOR 
NATIONAL TEAMS

10 MATCHESUnbroken 

series of

without a 

loss
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Within a period of one year, THF managed 
to become a focus of attraction for 
Türkiye’s leading brands through its efforts 
for institutionalisation than ran parallel 
to a series of sponsorship deals. With 
the objective of generating resources for 
handball in order to empower our clubs, 
our Federation aims to represent our 
country successfully on the international 
arena with strong sponsors.

OUR SPONSORS
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Kastamonu Belediyesi became the 
champions of THF Women’s Super 
League in 2021-2022 with a total of 42 
points. The club has also won the Turkish 
Cup, beating Konyaaltı Belediyesi in the 
final with a score of 34-30. THF Women’s 
Super Cup Final was played on September 
2, 2022, at THF Sports Hall in Ankara. With 
a score of 36-31 against the opponents 
Konyaaltı Belediyesi, Kastamonu 
Belediyesi managed to win the Super Cup 
for a fourth time. This match that brought 
the Super League champions of 2021-
2022 Kastamonu Belediyesi against the 
runners-up of the Turkish Cup Konyaaltı 
Belediyesi was whistled by referees Pınar 
Ünlü Hatipoğlu and Mehtap Şimşek, and it 
was broadcast live on TRT Spor Yıldız.

Beşiktaş Yurtbay Seramik won the THF 
Men’s Super League in season 2021-
2022 with a total of 43 points, while 
Beykoz Belediyesi was the winner of HDI 
Sigorta Men’s Final Four beating Spor 
Toto with a score of 29-26 in the final. 
THF Super Cup Final was played on 
September 9th, 2022 at THF Sports Hall 
in Ankara and the trophy went to Beykoz 
Belediyesi who beat Beşiktaş Yurtbay 
Seramik with 29-28. This match that 
brought the Super League champions 
of 2021-2022 Beşiktaş Yurtbay Seramik 
against the winners of HDI Sigorta 
Turkish Cup Beykoz Belediyesi was 
whistled by referees Kürşad Erdoğan and 
İbrahim Özdeniz, and it was broadcast 
live on TRT Spor Yıldız.

TROPHIES AWARDED

WOMEN MEN

2726 Trophies Awarded/ Activity Report   November 1st, 2021 – October 31st, 2022



More Live Broadcasts

Social Media

All of the matches of Senior National teams, both men and 
women, are broadcast live by the national TV channel TRT Spor 
Yıldız. The same channel also broadcasts 1 to 3 matches from 
the men’s and women’s Super Leagues live every week.

During the past one year a total of 68 handball matches were 
broadcast live on TRT Spor Yıldız, 1 match on TRT Spor, and 
2 matches on trtspor.com.tr. Matches broadcast live included 
17 national team matches, 2 Super Cup finals, 7 Turkish Cup 
matches, 10 EHF Champions League matches, 1 EHF European 
Cup match, 23 men’s and 11 women’s Super League matches.

Aiming to bring Turkish handball to wider 
audiences and to increase financial revenues, 
our administration places special emphasis on 
the value of social media and activities related to 
communication, marketing and sponsorships. 

Within this context, we are working with an 
international sports marketing agency which 
has several prestigious sports organisations 
from Türkiye and abroad, including the EHF 
itself, among its clientele, and we are planning 
the future of Turkish handball through short, 
medium and longer term strategies in this field.

Three major gains achieved over the past 
one year through social media

1. We managed to establish an online persona 
for our federation, which is dynamic, 
ambitious, exciting, has its unique language 
and tone, communicates on a 7/24 basis 
365 days a year like every other serious 
international organization does, speaking 
and sharing thoughts not only on its own 
field but also on major issues relevant to the 
country’s and the world’s current agenda. 

2. We increased the number of league 
competitions and championships covered 
by social media, broadcast live some of the 
matches from championships of men and 
women, lower leagues and age groups. We 
positioned the federation’s social media 
accounts as platforms where these teams 
can introduce themselves to the handball 
communities both in Türkiye and abroad.

3. We have achieved significant growth 
numbers thanks to both the new channels 
we have launched and the momentum we 
have achieved with the existing ones. WE 
have reached and started talking to new 
generations, especially the Gen-Z. We 
managed to improve the reputation and 
accessibility of handball.

THF Events 
Live on THF TV 
YouTube Channel
88 matches and 5 trophy ceremonies were 
broadcast live on THF TV YouTube channel. 
Important events such as the THF New Corporate 
Identity Launch, Super League and First Division 
fixture draws, the Handball Summit, Handball 
Marketing Summit and press conferences were 
also streamed live on the same channel, which 
has also made available all the match footages 
that have originally appeared on TRT.

With new investments in this field, the number 
of league matches broadcast through the 
federation’s YouTube channel will be increased 
to 10 per week as of the season 2022-23. At the 
same time, those Super League and European 
Cup matches that are not broadcast on TRT Spor 
Yıldız are streamed live through the YouTube 
channels of relevant clubs.

Our Social Media 
Performance in Numbers

We have added TikTok and LinkedIn, which we 
consider as strategically important platforms, to our 
social media portfolio. With TikTok we reach the 
Gen-Z, while LinkedIn facilitates our access to the 
business world. Through our LinkedIn account we 
communicate our institutional news and develop our 
sponsorship relations. The number of our followers:

Rates of increase (%) in the followers of 
our social media accounts in one year

Instagram

Twitter

Facebook

Youtube

344%

217%

34%

115%

CORPORATE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
AND MEDIA

Within one year our Twitter account had a total of 
2.8 million views, while at the same we had 389.731 
reaches on Facebook and 498.183 reaches on 
Instagram.

Tiktok 2648

Linkedin 116

2928 Corporate Communication and Media/ Activity Report   November 1st, 2021 – October 31st, 2022



Glad to Have You 
Handball

Conventional Media

Filling in 
the Stands

Our Social Media Campaigns

With the “İyi ki Varsın Hentbol” 
(Glad to Have You Handball) 
campaign that we have 
launched on February 4th, the 
anniversary of the founding of 
our federation, we created a 
synergy that includes not only 
local stakeholders, but also 
former international players 
who played in Türkiye as well as 
notable personalities such as 
the presidents of IHF and EHF.

In terms of appearance in printed and visual media, as well as 
on the internet news, we have achieved significant numerical 
progress over the past one year. In addition to news sharing 
through our official web site thf.org.tr we have organized 
promotional meetings and press conferences, and we have 
regularly supplied news, photos and videos to the media 
through our bulletins. 

Over this period we have appeared in 88.037 separate news 
items on the internet, which corresponds to a 28-fold increase 
in media coverage compared with the previous year. 

In printed media, we have appeared in 15.200 news items 
in one year with a corresponding advertising equivalent 
of 6 million 771 thousand US dollars. This also means 
that there has been a 47-fold increase in this area when 
compared with the previous year.

On the TV, our performance over the same period has been 
3.261 appearances, 158 million 405 thousand views and an 
advertising equivalent of 13 million 265 thousand US dollars.

In the social media, we are using a language that brings together our 
institutional posture with our excitement and motivation. Where the 
national team is playing we launch special campaigns to unite the 
people and make them fill in the stands of the sport hall. Through such 
campaigns, we managed to increase the audience’s interest and to 
have full house crowds when our national teams played in Aksaray, 
Kastamonu and Van, which in turn led to greater motivation on behalf 
of the players.

Our aim is to conduct the kind of social media communications that can 
set an example for all EHF member countries and to be among the top 5 
most popular sports federations in Türkiye. With our social campaigns, we 
increase the interest for handball in our country and grow the excitement.

increase from the 
previous year

increase from the 
previous year

advertising equivalent

advertising equivalent

views

news items 
on internet

88.037

news items 
on printed media

15.200

news items 
on TV

3.261

$6.771.000

$13.265.000

158.405.000

28-fold

47-fold
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Renewing our 
Corporate Identity
The new THF logo and the logos 
prepared for the leagues, Turkish Cup 
and the Super Cup that were prepared 
within the context of THF’s renewal of its 
corporate identity were publicly revealed 
on August 21st, 2022 at our headquarters 
in Ankara. The new THF logo takes a 
figure that illustrates movement, agility, 
jump, action, handball shot and the 
player, combines it with the ball, a star 
that symbolizes every single player and 
the red colour of the Turkish flag, the 
whole stylized in an abstract form.

Media Day for the 
National Teams
For the first time ever in the history of THF, a 
Media Day photo shoot-out was organized 
for men’s and women’s senior national teams. 
Photos and videos of all the national team 
players were taken against special backgrounds 
within a professional studio setting, and the 
output was used in all our social media channels.
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The Central Referee’s Committee (CRC) was officially 
appointed by the Executive Board of our federation as 
of November 8th, 2021, holding its inaugural meeting 
at the federation’s Ankara facilities on November 8th-
10th, 2021. 

As an initial step, planning was made to increase 
the number of female referees and delegates in an 
effort to address the remarkable scarcity of women 
in handball (at the moment, 8 percent of the referees 
and 5 percent of the delegates in Turkish handball 
are women). The first women’s delegate course, 
development and education seminar was held on 
January 7th-9th, 2022 at the federation’s Ankara 
facilities, and out of 55 participants, 38 managed 
to successfully complete the course and earn the 
credentials. Having a quota of at least 50 percent 
female participants in candidate referee courses 
as a principle will be demanded by the provinces 
requesting to host the course. Within this framework, 
the same principle was implemented in the candidate 
referee courses held, and almost half of the graduates 
of these courses were women.

Candidate Referee-Delegate Course
As of the end of October 2022, candidate referee-

delegate courses were held in a total of 19 provinces. 
A total of 827 candidate referees, 401 of whom are 
women, one handicapped time/scorekeeper, and total 
of 72 delegates of whom 27 are women joined the 
ranks of our handball community. 

Provinces hosting the courses 
Ankara, Adıyaman, Amasya, Bartın, Burdur, 
Diyarbakır, Elazığ, Gaziantep, Isparta, İstanbul, 
İzmir, Karabük, Kars, Kastamonu, Mersin, Muğla, 
Rize, Uşak, Van.

In addition to these candidate referee courses, two 
beach referee and delegate courses were held in 
Köyceğiz and Alanya and successful candidates 
were assigned to ongoing competitions. 11 male and 
4 female referees as well as 11 male and 2 female 
delegates graduated from these courses. 

All female delegates who have successfully 
completed the central women delegates course and 
seminar held in Ankara and assigned active duties 
were promoted to national delegates as of the season 
2022-2023 and they began to be assigned matches 
in the national leagues. Referees who were invited 
to young referees’ course upon the reference of the 

CENTRAL REFEREE’S 
COMMITTEE

federation’s provincial representatives were promoted 
to C-class and they too began to actively assume 
duties in competitions.

Targeting 40 percent female delegates
Centrally organized women delegate courses are 
planned to be held at least once year depending on 
the demand. The second course of the year will be 
held on November 25th-27th at the THF facilities in 
Ankara.

Our first graduates began to actively work in competition 
in their own provinces and at grassroots levels. In order 
to be able to assign our graduates as national delegates 
as soon as possible, the CRC is in close contact with 
their provinces, a process supported and monitored by 
the Executive Board of THF. According to the planning 
of the CRC, it will be possible to employ half of these 
graduates at B-class level and half of the m at A-class 
level within the next four years. In this way, the ratio of 
female delegates is targeted to reach 20 percent in the 
first three years (until 2024), and eventually 40 percent 
by the year 2028.

Development seminars, courses and online 
exams
Three mid-season seminars were organized for A 
and B class referees, C class referees and delegates 
of all classes in order to ensure the continuous 
development of those in active duty. Refreshing their 
knowledge, they were made sure to start the second 
half of the seasons in a better-equipped way. In close 
to 900 matches for which assignments were made, 
positive results of these seminars could be observed.

Online exams are held periodically in order to refresh 
the knowledge of our national level referees and 
delegates. In addition to candidate referee courses 
for indoor handball, 2 beach handball referee and 
delegate courses were held as well. Such courses in 
both fields will continue to be organized in the coming 
period. 

A total of 1624 matches were played in one season, 
with 1035 in national leagues and 589 at the 

grassroots level. 1624 delegates and 3248 referees 
were assigned to these matches (school, university, 
and regional Analig competitions not included).

Referee and delegate directives revised
Existing directives for referees and delegates were 
revised and merged into one single body of text. The 
new Referee and Delegate Directives that will enter 
into effect soon are touching upon and regulating a 
variety of different areas, which include but are not 
limited with the following:
• In order to encourage refereeing for players after 
their active athletic career is over the maximum age 
for starting as a referee was raised from 27 to 30. 
• Experienced referees whose active career ends at 
the age of 50 are given the possibility to whistle for five 
more years at local and grassroots matches.
• Individuals who for some reason are not able to be a 
referee on the court, or who are not willing to become 
one, are given the chance to be a time/score-keeper 
only, and a separate title of “time/score-keeper” was 
established.
• Within the same directives, referee and delegate 
duties for beach handball have obtained an official 
status.
• Personal benefits of referees and delegates were 
placed under guarantee. 
• Provincial representatives of the federation 
are allowed to delegate at matches if and when 
circumstances require. 

Increase in match fees
Referee and delegate fees were increased after 
remaining unchanged for 12 years. This increase 
was tied to a coefficient, as is the case with public 
servants’ salaries, making it possible to automatically 
adjust the rates in accordance with changing 
economic conditions.

Physical tests for referees
Cooperation was established for this purpose with the 
departments of sports sciences at Burdur Mehmet 
Akif University and Kırıkkale University. Referees’ pre-
season physical tests were conducted by academics.
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We care about gender quality
It is a principal objective for our federation to increase 
the number of qualified women in handball at every 
level and every job description, to identify the 
obstacles women and girls are facing when entering 
the sports realm as athletes, coaches, managers, 
etc, and to come up with solutions to the problems 
that are experiences. Working towards this end, the 
Women’s Handball Board has adopted a number of 
major principles, which are as follows:

• Developing and implementing a women strategy 
in handball through sustainable planning.

• Providing guidance to improve girls’ and women’s 
access to sports.

• Supporting the rights and welfare of girls and 
women through handball and sports.

• Improving female athletes’ participation in 
leadership positions of handball.

• Encouraging the use of handball as a tool for the 
improvement and enforcement of gender equality.

• Increasing awareness on harassment and abuse 
in sports.

• Supporting the development of women’s 
managerial and leadership capabilities through 
training, seminar and mentorship programs within 
the federation.

• Ensuring the widespread use of a gender-neutral 
language.

• Monitoring and regular reporting of the 
federation’s progress in ensuring gender equality. 

Ongoing projects
• Erasmus+ Project: An application was made for 

Erasmus+ Sports funding with a project proposal 
for increasing the number of women handball 
managers and having them actively employed 
in relevant posts. The project proposal that was 
prepared in cooperation with the International 
Relations and Projects Unit of the federation was 
submitted to the European Commission on March 
23rd, 2022, and officially accepted for funding as 
of September 7th, 2022. THF is the coordinator 
of the project, which will be undertaken with 
project partners University of Ljubljana Sports 
Faculty from Slovenia and Association of Sports 
and Body Movement for Social Empowerment 
(BoMoVu) from Türkiye, with an official starting 
date of January 1st, 2023. 

• Child Protection Program in Handball: The first 
awareness education within this program will take 
place on November 14th-18th, 2022 at the THF 
facilities in Ankara. It will be attended by regional 
handball coaches. 

• Gender Equality Training: This training will be 
an integral component of all education programs 
implemented by THF and the first edition was 
held on August 26th-28th, 2022 during the 
Coaches Development and Renewal Seminar in 
İzmir. A second training will be held on November 
14th-18th, 2022 as a part of the Regional Handball 
Coaches Seminar.

Planned Activities for 2023
• Child Protection Program in 

Sports will be developed in “full 
scale”. THF will cooperate with 
Bilgi University for the planning of 
education sessions and the program 
as a whole.

• A Women’s Workshop will be 
organized to identify gender-related 
problems experienced by women 
in handball and to produce policy 
proposals to deal with them.

• A gender-neutral language booklet 
will be prepared and published on the 
federation’s web site.

WOMEN’S 
HANDBALL 
BOARD
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We embrace the Sustainable 
Development Goals
As THF we embrace the universal call 
to action covering the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 
which are to be achieved by the UN’s 
member countries by the year 2030.  We 
have chosen 4 of the 17 SDGs as or 
focus areas and started projects in 
5 related fields.

Building social benefit 
as part of corporate identity
Cooperation with the Turkish Red Crescent is 
planned in this field. The project has received a 
preliminary approval, and it will include handball-
themed youth camps, participation in the Red 
Crescent Week, and blood donation campaigns. 
The project is at the stage of formal draft approval 
on behalf of the Turkish Red Crescent, and within 
the framework of this project a handball-themed 
youth camp was held on the island of Heybeliada 
on June 12th-18th, 2022, and THF participated in the 
Red Crescent Week on October 29th, 2022. 

Accessible handball
Four major activities are planned:
• Training of no-handicaps individuals as referees 

and delegates in cooperation with the Turkish 
Red Crescent, increasing the participation of deaf 
individuals in handball, increasing the participation 
of blind individuals in handball; and increasing the 
participation of women in handball. 

• Cooperation with the Turkish Red Crescent for 
training physically handicapped referees and 
delegates; active participation of individuals 
with hearing and visual impairments in handball 
while at the same time also increasing women’s 
representation. Towards this end there are several 
priorities set such as having a deaf handball team 

Our focus 
areas

Major fields we 
are working on

HANDBALL AND THE 
SOCIAL BENEFIT

• Building social benefit as part of corporate identity • Accessible handball 
• Gender equality • Green office / green sports hall • Handball forest 

play in national handball leagues, monitoring and 
supporting deaf players around the country and 
motivating their participation in handball.

• In order to enable blind individuals to play 
handball, academic work has started on 
designing a new handball game that will take into 
consideration the different levels of blindness.

• Development of wheelchair handball is of utmost 
importance. In this field, a protocol was signed 
on August 12th, 2022 between our federation and 
the Turkish Sports Federation for the Physically 
Disabled for the establishment of Wheelchair 
Handball Branch. In this branch, which the 
International Handball Federation aims to have 
included in the Paralympic Games of 2028, we 
aim to be successful at the international level.

Gender equality
In this field, gender equality training programs 

started through the work of the Women’s 
Handball Board. Two issues, Gender Equality 
in Representation and Children’s Welfare are 
prioritized, with a focus on enabling women’s 
access to handball at every level and improving 
women’s managerial capabilities in handball. A 
preliminary project on children’s welfare will be 
launched with the participation of athletes below 
the age of 18. 

Green office / green sports hall 
The project is at its initial stages, where the 
federation’s facilities in Ankara are inspected for 
environmental impact and corresponding planning 
is made for improvement. 

Handball forest
A Handball Forest is planned to be grown, with 
trees to be planted in relation with handball events.
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The following are the priority areas 
that are included in the “Veteran 
Handball Strategy Plan” 
presented to the federation, and 
related activities are taken into the 
phase of planning and preparation:
• Organising the Second Veteran 

Handball Tournament towards 
the end of the year 2022.

• Hosting an international veteran 
tournament in 2023 with the 
participation of teams from 
Europe.

• Establishing a Turkish Veteran 
Handball Players Database and 
updating it on an annual basis.

• Establishing dynamic and lively 
relations with the federation’s 
representatives in the provinces 
and encouraging them to build 
veteran teams.

• Establishing relations with 
handball clubs connecting with 
their recently retired athletes.

• Increasing organisational 
capabilities for having regional 
veteran matches played on the 
same court before Super League 
games.

VETERAN HANDBALL 
COMMITTEE
Veteran handball getting stronger
The Veteran Handball Committee has 
prepared, under the guidance of the 
Technical Committee of the federation, 
the draft for the rules of the game for 
players over the age of 55.

A veteran handball tournament was 
held on June 23rd-26th June, 2022, at the 
İYTE (İzmir High Technology Institute) 
facilities in Urla, with the participation of 
275 players.

Activities for the coming period
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BEACH HANDBALL 
COMMITTEE

Beach Handball Referee and Delegate Course
Taking the lack of beach handball referees and 
delegates in Türkiye into consideration, beach 
handball referee and delegate courses were held in 
Alanya and Köyceğiz. 13 delegates and 15 referees 
have successfully completed these courses. These 
courses will continue to be held throughout 2023 
and only the graduates of these courses will be 
assigned to matches during the “Beach Handball 
Summer Tour 2023”.

As the 2021 version of IHF’s Beach Handball Rules 
of the Game is not available in Turkish language, 
translation work is undertaken, and the Turkish edition 
with updated rules is prepared for publication.

International Badge for Turkish Referees and 
Delegates
A Turkish referee couple, Levent Ulaş Bilgi and 
Emre Çetindemir took part in the EHF Beach 
Handball Referee Course held on May 24th-30th, 

Taking Part in 2023 Beach Handball 
European Championships
Our men’s and women’s teams played 
the qualifiers for 2023 Beach Handball 
European Championships held in Prague, 
Czechia, in July 2022. Our men’s team 
finished fourth, our women’s team seventh, 
both of them qualifying for the finals. We 
are currently in the progress of forming 
the teams that will play in 2023 Beach 
Handball European Championships to be 
held in Nazare, Portugal on May 23rd-28th, 
2023.

Beach Handball Summer Tour 2023
Over the period between June and August 
2022, beach handball tournaments were 
organized in Alanya and Köyceğiz. In 
addition to these national tournaments, a 
number of provinces held local tournaments 
as well. In 2023, all of the events will be held 
under the title “Beach Handball Summer 
Tour 2023”. Work on terms of reference and 
protocols for individual events is in progress.

2022, in Tilburg, the Netherlands. In this way, 
Türkiye has at last an international referee couple in 
beach handball. The plan for 2023 is to have at least 
one referee couple and two delegates to take part in 
international courses and earn their credentials.

Türkiye was accepted to the “EHF Beach Handball 
Development Program” and within this framework 
we have received a donation of 2 sets of Trial brand 
court markings, 50 pieces of Trial brand men’s 
beach handball balls, and 50 pieces of Trial brand 
women’s beach handball balls. In the near future, we 
aim to receive balls and court marking through EHF 
and IHF donations.

U17 Beach Handball European 
Championships to be held in Türkiye 
An application was made to the EHF for the 
hosting rights of either the Beach Handball 
European Championships in 2023 or the U17 
Beach Handball European Championships 
in the same year in Türkiye. Accordingly, 
it was decided that U17 Beach Handball 
European Championships will be held in the 
town of İzmir in Türkiye. Moreover, Antalya 
is a candidate for hosting he finals of 2023 
European Beach Handball Tour (ebt), and the 
result of this application will be announced by 
the end of 2022.
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DOMESTIC AND 
INTERNATIONAL 

CONTACTS
Since assuming the office, THF’s president Uğur Kılıç made several visits to Türkiye’s provinces and overseas presenting 
our Federation and promoting our activities. Our aim is to take handball to all parts of Türkiye and make it loved by all and 

especially by children and youngsters. We move towards this target hand in hand with our cooperation partners.

November 1st, 2021, Ankara
Visit to the final resting place of 

Prof. Dr. Yaşar Sevim

W
November 11th, 2021, İstanbul

Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Faruk Kaymakcı

W
November 17th, 2021, Ankara
TRT Spor Channel Coordinator, 

Hakan Altürk

W
November 21st 2021, Vienna

EHF President, 
Michael Wiederer

W
December 16th, 2021, İstanbul

Visit to TNOC members

W
December 30th, 2021, İstanbul
TNOC President, Uğur Erdener

W
January 3rd, 2022, İstanbul

TRT Deputy General Manager, 
Hasan Öymez

W
January 4th and March 1st, 

2022, Kastamonu
Governor of Kastamonu, 

Avni Çakır
Provincial Director of Youth and 

Sports of Kastamonu, 
Reşat Asrak

W
January 17th, 2022, İstanbul

Mayor of Ümraniye, 
İsmet Yıldırım

W
January 18th, 2022, İstanbul

Chairman of the Board of Saran 
Holding, Saadettin Saran

February 11th, 2022, Cyprus
Undersecretary of the Prime 

Ministry of TRNC, 
Hüseyin Cahitoğlu

W
February 15th, 2022, Trabzon
Provincial Director of Youth and 
Sports of Trabzon, Ozan Çetiner

W
February 16th, 2022, Erzurum

Governor of Erzurum, 
Okay Memiş

Secretary General of Erzurum 
Metropolitan Municipality, 

Zafer Aynalı
Provincial Director of Youth and 

Sports of Erzurum, Birdal Öztürk
Mayor of Aziziye, 

Muhammed Cevdet Orhan
Dean of Atatürk University 

Faculty of Sports Sciences, 
Necip Fazıl Kishanlı

General manager of Erzurum 
BB Spor A.Ş., Ahmet Dal

W
February 23rd, 2022, İstanbul

General manager of HDI 
Sigorta, Ceyhan Hancıoğlu

W
March 10th, 2022, Ankara

Minister of Youth and Sports, 
Dr. Mehmet Kasapoğlu

W
March 14th, 2022, Mersin

Provincial Director of Youth and 
Sports of Mersin, Ökkeş Demir

W
March 15th, 2022, Adana

Governor of Adana, 
Dr. Süleyman Elban

Mayor of Erzurum Metropolitan 
Municipality, Zeydan Karalar
Provincial Director of Youth 

and Sports of Adana, Muzaffer 
Çintimar

March 16th, 2022, Trabzon
Former president of 

Trabzonspor, Nuri Albayrak

W
March 31st, 2022, İstanbul

Mayor of İstanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality, Ekrem İmamoğlu

W
April 2nd, 2022, Bursa

Mayor of Bursa Metropolitan 
Municipality, Alinur Aktaş

W
April 19th, 2022, Ankara

AK Party Member of Parliament 
for Kastamonu, Hakkı Köylü

W
April 27th, 2022, Afyon

Mayor of Afyon, Mustafa Masatlı

W
May 18th, 2022, Sakarya

Mayor of Sakarya Metropolitan 
Municipality, Ekrem Yüce

Provincial Director of Youth and 
Sports of Sakarya, Nevzat İnanç

W
May 21st, 2022, Ankara

President of Ankaragücü, 
Faruk Koca

W
June 9th, 2022, Van

Governor of Van, Ozan Balcı

W
August 5th, 2022, İstanbul

Chairman of Board of Turkish 
Airlines, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Bolat

W
August 8th, 2022, Adana

Visit to Adasokağı SK with the 
Minister of Family and Social 

Services, Derya Yanık

September 24th, 2022, 
Luxembourg

Presidents’ Conference and the 
Extraordinary EHF Congress

W
September 28th, 2022, 

İstanbul
President of Trabzonspor, 

Ahmet Ağaoğlu

W
October 3rd, 2022, Trabzon

Mayor of Trabzon Metropolitan 
Municipality, Murat Zorluoğlu

Mayor of Ortahisar, 
Ahmet Metin Genç

Provincial Director of Youth and 
Sports of Trabzon, Ozan Çetiner

W
October 4th, 2022, Rize

Governor of Rize, Kemal Çeber
Mayor of Rize, Rahmi Metin
Mayor of Pazar, Ahmet Basa

President of Olimpik Pazar SK, 
Rahmi Çakır

W
October 14th-16th, 2022, Van
Provincial Police Chief of Van, 

Atanur Aydın
Mayor of Edremit, İsmail Say

Rector of Van Yüzüncü Yıl 
Üniversity, Hamdullah Şevli

W
October 20th, 2022, Giresun
Mayor of Giresun, Enver Ünlü

Provincial Director of Youth and 
Sports of Giresun, İsmail Çalgan

Mayor of Görele, Tolga Erener
President of Görele Belediyesi 

SK, Cihan Somuncu

W
October 21st, 2022, Trabzon

Mayor of Of, 
Salim Salih Sarıalioğlu
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